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Document: Nicaraguan Foreign Minister's Communique To
Secretary Shultz On Expulsion Of U.S. Ambassador
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, July 13, 1988
[Following is an unofficial translation of the letter addressed to Secretary of State George Shultz
from Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Rev. Miguel d'Escoto. The letter concerns the expulsion of US
Ambassador Richard Melton and seven other diplomats from Nicaragua, and was presented July
11 to Melton by the minister. The translation was provided by Nicaragua Network, Washington
DC.) Mr. Secretary of State: Once again I am obliged to address you regarding the criminal acts
committed against the people of Nicaragua sponsored by your government. On July 2 of this year,
mercenaries financed and directed by the government of the United States attacked the border
community of San Carlos on the upper banks of the Coco River in the autonomous region of North
Zelaya from the Honduran area known as Pranza. As a result of this criminal act, where mortars,
automatic weapons and gunfire were used, several persons were assassinated, including...Jackis
Saballos and Efren Martinez, five and six years of age respectively. In the same attack, three
Nicaraguan citizens were also wounded. On Saturday, July 9, six kilometers to the east of Rio Blanco,
another group of contra mercenaries ambushed a truck transporting a dance group "Mulukuku"
and a large number of mothers of young soldiers. The mercenary forces exploded a US-made antitank mine, and simultaneously opened fire with automatic weapons, and launched mortars. As a
result of this treacherous attack, three women were assassinated. Their names are Vilma Montiel,
16, Ruth Rocha, 45, and Giovana Zavala, 16. At the same time, several persons were wounded and
four members of the dance group were kidnapped, two of which were later assassinated: Miguel
Guevara and Sergio Pacheco Rodriquez. Melba Montiel Jiron, the mother of one of the assassinated
girls, was also injured. On Sunday, July 10, the terrorists of President Reagan ambushed a military
vehicle...15 kilometers to the north of Santo Domingo, Chontales department. Major Francisco
Javier Hidalgo was assassinated as a result of this attack. The acts described above occurred within
the framework of an escalated offensive that, as a result of your recent visit to Central America,
counterrevolutionary units have been conducting with the purpose of terminating the suspension
of offensive military operations and the negotiating process to establish a definitive ceasefire. These
terrorist acts have been accompanied by illegal activities carried out by groups of provocateurs from
the extreme right, that in an open and blatant manner have been encouraged by the Ambassador
himself Richard Melton and other high ranking officials of your diplomatic mission. Exemplary
of this intolerable campaign were the recent provocations that occurred on July 10 in the city of
Nandaime, where a group of US congressional aides and two officials of the United States Embassy
participated. This behavior on the part of US diplomats accredited in Nicaragua is completely
unacceptable. In no way does it contribute to the development of good diplomatic relations between
our two countries. On the contrary, it hinders even further our relations and completely violates
the dispositions of the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations which expressly prohibits all
interference in the internal affairs of other nations. As a consequence, the constitutional government
of Nicaragua, in view of the repeated interventionist actions in the internal affairs of Nicaragua, in
exercise of its sovereignty and applying the Vienna Convention on diplomatic relations has decided
to declare "persona non grata" the Ambassador Richard Melton and the diplomatic agents John
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E. Hope, First Secretary and head of Economic and Commercial Affairs; Hugh V. Simon Jr., First
Secretary; Delvin Junder, Second Secretary; David Nolan, Second Secretary; John S. Creamer, Third
Secretary and Vice-Consul; Aubrey A. Carlson, Third Secretary and Vice-Consul; and, Robert Bruce
Murray, Assistant Attache. These diplomatic officials must leave the country within 72 hours. Once
again, the government of Nicaragua energetically and formally protests these terrorist acts by the
government of the United States against our people, acts which demonstrate the total disregard of
the Reagan administration for the most fundamental norms of international co-existence and its
decision to continue ignoring the categorical ruling of the International Court of Jutice that orders
the government of the United States to immediately cease its policy of the illegal use of force against
Nicaragua and to respect our right to self-determination. The United States may be very strong and
very rich. Your military and economic strength may have led you to believe that you could continue
to make a unending mockery of human and divine laws, but you are mistaken. Nicaragua suffers
the consequences of your criminal policy of force. However, it is the soul of the United States under
the Reagan administration that is being eroded by its crimes against humanity. Sincerely, Miguel
d'Escoto Brockmann Foreign Minister

-- End --
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